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Welcome and Opening Remarks

A graduate of Mohawk College’s Social Service Worker Program, Ms. Farmer is employed as an Addiction 
Counsellor at New Directions Group at Six Nations of the Grand River. She has worked with many people 
who suffered an acquired brain injury through a motor vehicle accident or a fight connected to alcohol 
and/or drugs. Her talk will centre on the mental and emotional aspect of the injury and how a person can 
reconcile the past and present.

SESSION 2: Acquired Brain Injury: Addiction from a Cultural Perspective
Presenter: Valerie Farmer, Six Nations of the Grand River Territory

Mr. Blake will speak about his role with the Hamilton Health Sciences ABI Program, and his experiences 
working with individuals with both ABI and substance abuse issues. His presentation will outline how each 
condition is a cause, complication and consequence of the other, and will offer some recommendations 
and insights for successful rehabilitation and support.

SESSION 1: ABI and Substance Abuse: Cause, Complications and Consequences
Presenter: Gary Blake, Hamilton Health Sciences ABI Program

10:00 a.m. 

8:50 a.m. 

8:00 a.m. 

Many addiction providers are not trained to identify or manage the cognitive and behavioural problems that 
clients with brain injuries present, and some brain injury providers are not trained to identify or manage 
substance use problems in identified clients. This presentation will provide an understanding of the 
relationships between brain injury and substance use and explore avenues for improved identification, 
assessment and treatment for those with both brain injury and substance use issues.

SESSION 3: Acquired Brain Injury in Residential Addiction Treatment
Presenters: Bobby Silva and Regan Anderson, Wayside House of Hamilton

Hamilton Public Health’s Alcohol, Drug and Gambling Services will provide a Public Health perspective on 
the issues and challenges facing individuals and Public Health authorities in responding to alcohol, drug 
and gambling addictions. The addiction services provided by Public Health will be outlined.

SESSION 4: Addictions from a Public Health Perspective
Presenters: Susan Boyd and Kianosh Keyvani, Hamilton Public Health’s 
Alcohol, Drug and Gambling Services

Refreshment Break and Exhibits11:00 a.m.

11:20 a.m.

Lunch and Exhibits12:20 p.m.

1:20 p.m.

Substance abuse problems are common among adults with acquired brain injuries. Brain Injury Services 
developed a specialized program in 1999 adapted from the international and Canada-wide Correctional 
Services Program, “CHOICES,” designed by Ontario psychologist Dr. Lynn Lightfoot. This presentation will 
provide an overview of the adapted 30-session, seven-month program and will present results for an initial 
group of seven ABI clients.  Seven-year, follow-up data will also be presented.

SESSION 5: A CHOICES Substance Abuse Program for Adults with ABI
Presenter: Dr. Bruce Linder, Clinical Director, Brain Injury Services

2:20 p.m. 

2:40 p.m. 

Refreshment Break and Exhibits

4:00 p.m. Closing Remarks

9:00 a.m. 
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 Brain Injury Services

From Hamilton, head towards Niagara on the Queen 
Elizabeth Way and exit at Casablanca Blvd.  Go north on 
Casablanca Blvd. to Winston Rd. Turn left on Winston 
Rd. and proceed to Windward Dr. on your left.

Brain Injury Services and its fee-for-service division, 
Step Up! ABI Recovery, offer a full range of nationally 
accredited Acquired Brain Injury rehabilitation 
services. You may register for our conference by 
mailing in the form in this brochure. Typeable forms 
are also available on our website. For more 
information, please contact:

Hamilton - Niagara
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Name ____________________________________

Position  __________________________________

Organization  ______________________________
                      
                      ______________________________

Address __________________________________
              street & unit number

               __________________________________ 
                  city                                          province        postal code

Bus. phone _______________________ext______        

Fax  _____________________________________

Email ____________________________________

Would you like your organization to be identified in 
the program?  ____ Yes    ____ No

Early bird registration ____ Yes $125.00
(postmarked by Jan. 31, 2012)

General registration ____ Yes $150.00
(sent after Jan. 31, 2012) 

Group registration          ____ Yes $110.00  per person
(5 people or more from same organization must register & pay 
together)

Student rate                   ____ Yes $50.00
(must be actively enrolled in post-secondary education)

Make cheque payable to 
 it with this form to:

Brain Injury Services
C/O Linda McKenzie
225 King William St., Suite 508
Hamilton ON  L8R 1B1

Brain Injury Services 
and mail

Registration Form
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We gratefully acknowledge and thank the 
sponsors/exhibitors listed below for their generous 
support of Conference 2012. 

 Sponsors/Exhibitors
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Supporting

Bronze

Gold

(Also available: Typeable forms at www.braininjuryservices.com)

Brain Injury Services provides a nut-free environment

For more information, contact Linda McKenzie at
905-523-8852 ext. 102 
or at info.news@braininjuryservices.com

Conference Location
Casablanca Winery Inn, 4 Windward Dr., Grimsby

Linda McKenzie
Phone: 905-523-8852 ext. 102

Email: info.news@braininjuryservices.com
Website: www.braininjuryservices.com
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